It’s that time of year again! Respect must go to seven-times Wimbledon champion Serena Williams who, at
the age of 44, lost in her come-back match in the ladies’ singles, to 24-year-old Maya Joint!
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SERVICES

Sunday 5t July — 5" Sunday after Trinity

8.00am BCP Holy Communion

10.00am Sung Eucharist

Sidespeople: Eleanor and Michelle

Offertory: David and Sally Salter

Prayer Rota: Ann Nicholls and Val Trafford
Readings: Mike Godsal Intercessions: Val Trafford
Coffee: Mary Mawle and Margaret Frazer

6.00pm Prayer & Praise

Thursday 7th July
10.30am Holy Communion

Sunday 12th July — 6" Sunday after Trinity

8.00am BCP Holy Communion

10.00am Sung Eucharist

Sidespeople: Andy Wilkinson and Jilli Connell
Offertory: Fiona Gilroy

Prayer Michelle Harris and Mary Mawle

Readings: Fiona Gilroy Intercessions: Janet Edwards
Coffee: Sarah Bottomley and Carol Thompson



From Rev’d Vicky Falvey - Curate, St Mary’s Fairford - revvickyfalvey@agmail.com
Tel: 07356 234248 - My day off is a Monday

Finding Rest in Our Weakness

Zechariah 9:9-12, Romans 7:15-25a, Matthew 11:16-19, 25-end

There is something deeply comforting about the honesty of St Paul. In his Letter to the Romans, he admits a
struggle that many of us know all too well: "I do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what |
do." These are not the words of someone who has given up on God. They are the words of someone who
loves God and yet recognises how difficult it can be to live faithfully every day.

As | reflected on these readings, my mind went back to my own ordination service, last weekend. Together
with my fellow ordinands, | stood before the Bishops for what is known as The Declarations. In that part of
the service, the Bishop sets before those to be ordained the calling of a priest. We hear that priests are
called to be servants and shepherds among God's people, proclaiming the word of the Lord, watching for
the signs of God's kingdom, teaching, encouraging, feeding Christ's flock, seeking out those who have
wandered, and guiding people through the confusions and temptations of this world so that they may be
saved through Christ. It is a beautiful vision of priestly ministry, but it is also an overwhelming one.

The congregation and the ordinands then declare together that this is indeed the calling we are prepared to
embrace. Yet the most memorable words come at the end of this section: "You cannot bear the weight of
this calling in your own strength, but only by the grace and power of God... Pray earnestly for the gift of the
Holy Spirit." What a tremendous relief those words are! They acknowledge what St Paul knew so well—that
no one can fulfil God's calling by determination alone. Whether we are ordained ministers or faithful disciples
in our homes, workplaces, schools, or communities, we all reach the limits of our own strength.

That is precisely where today's Gospel speaks so powerfully. Jesus invites us, saying, "Come to me, all you
who labour and are burdened, and | will give you rest." He does not reserve this invitation for those who
have everything together. He speaks to those who are weary, burdened, and aware of their need for help.
His words remind us that the Christian life is not about proving our strength but about trusting in his.

Jesus also thanks the Father for revealing the mysteries of the Kingdom not to those who think they know
everything, but to those who are humble and open like children. Humility is not weakness. It is the courage
to acknowledge that we cannot save ourselves. It is the willingness to place our lives in God's hands and
allow his grace to transform us.

This is the thread that unites both readings. Paul recognises his weakness. Jesus welcomes those who
recognise theirs. Where Paul cries out for deliverance, Jesus offers rest. Where human effort reaches its
limits, God's grace begins its work.

In a world that prizes independence, success, and self-reliance, these readings offer a different message.
Faith is not about appearing strong or pretending that we have no struggles. It is about the honesty to admit
that we cannot do this without Christ's love, wisdom, power, and strength. The saints were not people who
never failed; they were people who never stopped turning back to the Lord.

As a parish community, we are invited to create a place where people can be honest about their burdens
and confident in God's mercy. We all carry hidden struggles. We all have moments when we fall short. Yet
we also share the same hope: that Christ walks beside us, offering forgiveness, strength, and peace.

This week, perhaps we can hear Jesus' invitation as though it were spoken personally to each one of us.
Whatever burdens we carry, whatever failures discourage us, whatever calling God has entrusted to us, he
simply says, "Come to me." In coming to him with humble hearts, we discover that his grace is sufficient, his
mercy never fails, and his promise remains true: in him, weary souls find rest.

Rev’'d Vicky
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP

Online Morning Prayer

Join us for Morning Prayer via Zoom on Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday at 9am every
week. Click below for the week starting 6" July. Join us using the information below:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/815678439767?pwd=SqssbAm3dgdLW9zmcpOYIub3aWhDOL.1
Meeting ID: 815 6784 3976

Passcode: 773809

From Ann Nicholls
Instead of asking for an easier life, ask God to make you a stronger person.

“Day by day, of thee dear Lord three things | pray: to see thee more clearly, love thee
more dearly, follow thee more nearly, day by day.” AMEN

Richard of Chichester
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Please remember the following in your prayers:
Those who are ill: Sheila Hughes, Grace Slack, Hannah, Tabi Berry

Those who have died:
Christine Stevens, Graham Morgan


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81567843976?pwd=SqssbAm3dgdLW9zmcpOYlub3aWhDOL.1

NOTICES

Safeguarding update from Val Trafford (Parish Safeguarding Officer)

Bishop Robert is the new Safeguarding Lead for the Church of England and in his
latest communication is alerting us to the new campaign, “It's not Just Policy, It's
Personal” which was released last week. Please see his comments.

“The campaign stresses that safeguarding is not merely a matter of compliance or
procedure, important though those things are. At its heart is a person: someone who
may be frightened, hurt or taking a costly step in speaking up. For those who seek to
follow Jesus, safeguarding is therefore not just about getting processes right, but
again about how we live our faith. How we listen, how we respond, how carefully we
handle what is shared, and how seriously we take the dignity of each person all
matter deeply. The campaign’s emphasis is timely and important: policy matters, but
people matter most.”

Stewards, Choir members and Bellringers, you will have recently received and email
from your Team leader requesting that you complete the Basic Safeguarding training
either online or at a group workshop. | have had a few replies, but | am still waiting for
the majority of you to get back to me with your preferred option. Please email me at
val.trafford@me.com

Once numbers requesting group training have been confirmed Caroline and | will
meet to arrange training days.

Thank you all for your support in this matter.

From Lechlade with Fairford Mothers’ Union — via Denise Hyde

Steve Hutchinson from Scripture Union has produced a booklet to encourage parents
to share with their children before they start their school life, it is called GET READY
TO GO.

We have brought some copies for our branch to give to the September reception

classes at Fairford, Lechlade and Southrop Church of England primary schools, a
card will be put inside to say that the books were bought by Lechlade with Fairford
Mothers’ Union.
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Invitation from the Ukrainian Church — Gloucester

The invitation below is from the Ukrainian Church where we take all the items we
collect to send out to Ukraine.

On the 11th and 12th of July between 1pm and 4pm, The Ukrainian Church in
Gloucester will be holding an art exhibition "lcons on Ammo boxes".

The exhibition has been displayed across the world in twenty different countries
including the EU Parliament, Wallace Hall - New York, the 2023 NATO summit and
the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in London where an Icon ‘Our Lady of Tenderness’
was presented to His Majesty King Charles.

In May of last year, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy presented Pope Leo
XIV with an Icon “The Mother of God and Child’ which symbolises Ukrainian children
and the need to protect them.

Ten of the Icons recently arrived from Kyiv. We are honoured that this is only the
second exhibition in which they feature.

We would like to invite you to this exhibition - please feel free to attend on either day.
The address of the Ukrainian Church is Derby Road, Gloucester, GL1 4AE. It is just
after Gloucester Hospital, over the level crossing, under the bridge, then on the

left.
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MUSIC

* AT STMARY’S

CONCERT

THE NORTH SWINDON
BIG BAND j North Swindon

Big Band

Church of St Mary the Virgin Fairford
7:30pm Saturday 1™ July 2026

Join us for an evening feast of jazz and swing classics
Tickets £15. Available via eventbrite.co.uk (fees apply)
or cash at Fairford opticians from 1st June (01285 713313)
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There is no charge, but donations would be gratefully received
Advanced booking is not required
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With music gnoups from Fauford Lcchlade and surrounds
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The Jayblrds a group of close harmony singers

\ " Kencot Ukulele Band %
/ VeKaL (Voices of Kencot and Lechlade)

Conductor: Jay Mathews ‘ ?

S >

Accompanist: Geoff Holmes "‘

Cotswolds
Music Mix

Refreshments available before the concert and in the interval.
oin us for an evening of fun and music
and there will be a retiring donations collection for
FMEIENESP roject 2026 Fundraising for Children’s/Gharities
‘ The Magic Breakfast - Glos Young Carers - The Rainbow Trust -
Smile Train - Home Start Cotswolds
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Our next High Five ¢
Strawberri escs

Afternoon

wi th af ther rocgoir yd eem
FinEhdbhe Faiofftord,
by kind permi ssi on

Saturday 25" July at 3.00pm

with songs from The Jay Birds

Tickets £15 from the Church Office,
now on sale from the Community Centre.
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The Magic Breakfast Glos Young Carers The Rainbow Trust Smile Train Home Start
Cotswolds and supporting St Mary’s church.
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