
 

 
Stir-Up Sunday! 

 

 
South Cotswold Team Ministry  

Sunday 23rd November 2025 

 

Clergy     

Vicar: Rev’d Caroline Symcox– 01285 712467        carolinesymcox@googlemail.com 
Curate: Rev’d Vicky Falvey – 07356 234248            revvickyfalvey@gmail.com  

 
SERVICES 

 
Sunday 23rd November – Christ the King 
8.00 am BCP Holy Communion 
10.00 am Common Worship Holy Communion 
Sidespeople: Michelle Harris and Heather Gorton 
Readings: Linda Howlett      Intercessions: Val Trafford 
Offertory: Jane Easton         Prayer Rota: Denise Hyde and Michelle Harris 
Coffee: David and Sally Salter 
 
Monday 24th November 
5.00 pm Community Prayers 
 
Thursday 27th November 
10.30 am Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 30th November – 1st Sunday of Advent 
8.00 am BCP Holy Communion 
10.00 am Family Service 
Coffee: Linda and Peter Howlett 
6.00 p, Healing Service with Holy Communion 
 
 



From Rev’d Caroline - carolinesymcox@googlemail.com, 01285 712467 
Readings for Sunday: Jeremiah 23.1-6; Colossians 1.11-20; Luke 23.33-43 
 
This Sunday we celebrate the festival of ‘Christ the King’, when we reflect on what we 
mean when we say ‘Christ is our King’, and upon what we think leadership looks like 
in our broken world. 
 
Kingship is an idea that might be becoming distant for some of the younger 
generations. We, along with a few other countries, do indeed have a King, but the 
idea of what he does and indeed what he should do, has changed a great deal from 
what it was just two hundred years ago, let alone two thousand! In fact, those very first 
Christians didn’t call Jesus their ‘King’ or their ‘Emperor’, which would have been the 
correct term for the supreme ruler in their day, of course. They didn’t call him ‘Caesar’, 
they called him ‘Lord’ or ‘Master’. His first disciples called him ‘Teacher’ or ‘Rabbi’, 
and it wasn’t until he was raised up on the cross that anyone thought to attach the title 
of ‘King’ to that humiliated, pitiful, suffering figure. 
 
But that paradox – calling a crucified man a supreme ruler – was more fitting than 
those mocking soldiers knew. Because in that moment, Jesus showed the world for 
evermore what God’s own leadership looks like – solidarity, suffering and sacrifice, 
giving up everything for the sake of the world he loves. Giving up everything, as Paul 
reminds his readers in his letter to the Colossians, to reconcile all things to himself. To 
bring everything and everyone back together, and back to him. 
 
Can leaders in our time show any of these qualities? It is a hard example to follow, to 
be sure. Our world is divided and polarised in these days perhaps more than it ever 
has been. It may seem strange to think that the ability to communicate with the whole 
world (through the wonders of the internet) should have set so many people against 
each other, but then on the other hand, perhaps it does not. It is a deeply human flaw 
to fall into tribes and parties rather than to seek unity and acceptance, and too much 
information can have the unfortunate side-effect of pushing people into black-and-
white explanations as a quick and comforting fix. 
 
It is Jesus’ continual example which calls to us, his people, who seek to follow him on 
his path, that we are to be people who overcome barriers and divisions. We are to be 
people who reach across barricades and echo the voice of our Lord. For “He himself 
is before all things, and in him all things hold together”. No divide is too great for him. 
No gulf too deep. 
 
So this week, may our faith be a unifier, and not a divider, and may Christ’s Kingship, 
the one who is Lord of lords and King of kings, be the example of strength and 
leadership that all seek to follow. 
 
Rev’d Caroline 
 
 
Join us for Morning Prayer via Zoom on Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday at 9am 
every week. Click below for the week starting 24th November. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82168687276?pwd=bLnz9hVRNO4EPnfoDlgy0lDWz50W1C.1  
Meeting ID: 821 6868 7276    Passcode: 829504  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82168687276?pwd=bLnz9hVRNO4EPnfoDlgy0lDWz50W1C.1


From Heather - fairfordpcc@gmail.com or heathergorton31@gmail.com  
Office: 01285 712611 or home 01285 712428  
 
My office hours are 10.00 to 1.00 on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. I am 
also continuing to work from home so you can contact me at either the office or 
home. The office is closed on Mondays and Michelle will be in on Fridays from 
10.00 to 12.00. 
 
If you are sending in your articles, photos etc. for the bumper copy at the end 
of the month I will need them by 12 noon on the last Wednesday of the month. 
For the weekly newsletter I would still like articles in by Wednesday midday. 
 
       o0o 
  
Please remember the following in your prayers:     
 
Those who are ill: Grace Slack, Hannah, David and Glynnis Langley 
 
Those who have died: Mike Gray 

 
 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP 
 
Community Prayers  
All are welcome to come and pray together for the world, the nation and our 
community along with any prayer requests that are placed in our prayer box in 
the Lady Chapel.  We meet every Monday at 5pm for 30 minutes in the 
Chancel.  Please use the north door. 
(Please also note we do not always meet on Bank Holidays, please check 
notices above for clarification) 
For further details contact Rev’d Canon Denise Hyde 
denisehyde15@gmail.com  
 
 
Prayer/Thought for the Week 
By nature we are takers. Biblical love involves making a conscious decision to 
be givers, asking ‘What can I do to serve you?’ rather than ‘What’s in it for me?’ 
 
Dear God, please untie the knots that are in my heart and my life. 
Remove the have nots, cannot and the do nots. 
Erase the will nots, may nots and might nots that may find a home in my heart. 
Release me from could nots and should nots that obstruct my life. 
And most of all dear God I ask that you remove from my mind, my heart and my 
life all of the am nots that I have allowed to hold me back. AMEN 
Ann Nicholls 
 
 

 

mailto:heathergorton31@gmail.com
mailto:denisehyde15@gmail.com


 
NOTICES 

 
 
Thanksgiving Service for the Glass Doors 
At the 10am Communion Service on Sunday 7th December, we will be joined by 
Bishop Robert of Tewkesbury as we give thanks for our wonderful new glass 
doors, and pray God’s blessing upon them and all who make use of them. Do 
join us in our service of thanksgiving. 
 
 
Dates for your Diary 

• Sunday 23rd November – Geoff and Hope Price will be speaking to us 
about their recent visit to Rwanda. Geoff will preach at the 10am 
Communion Service, and both he and Hope will lead us through a 
presentation in the Community Centre during coffee after the service. 

• Mike and Alison Godsal are having their Advent Drinks Party on Sunday 
7th December at 12 noon in the Farmor Room. More details later 

• Christmas dates: 
o 4.45pm Wednesday 3rd December – Christingle Service 
o 6pm Sunday 14th December – Advent Carol Service 
o 6pm Sunday 21st December – Nine Lessons and Carols (‘The Carol 

Service’) 
o 3pm Christmas Eve – Quiet Crib Service 
o 5pm Christmas Eve – Boisterous Crib Service 
o 11.30pm Christmas Eve – Midnight Mass 
o 8am Christmas Day  - BCP Christmas Holy Communion 
o 10am Christmas Day – Family Christmas Holy Communion 
o  

  
New PCC Treasurer 
Carly Hicks who is the manager of the Community Centre is taking over from 
Jos Price as the new Treasurer for the Parochial Church Council. Her email 
address is treasurer.fairfordpcc@gmail.com. We wish her well. There is a 
substantial amount of work involved and we thank Jos for all she has done in 
the years she has been Treasurer. 
 
 
Used Cards 
Please no more cards In St Mary’s Church. 
Thank you all for your support. 
Carol Thompson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:treasurer.fairfordpcc@gmail.com


 
 
 
Brass Cleaning – Help Needed! 
For many years Wendy Graham has been cleaning the brass with other 
volunteers. In the last year or so she has found that she is the only cleaner left 
and understandably finds it too much on her own.  Are there any willing 
‘cleaners’ who would be happy to take over from Wendy. If you would like to 
help please contact the office (712611). 
 
Very many thanks to Wendy who has bravely continued to clean the brass on 
her own as people have dropped out. It always looks beautifully clean and 
shiny. 
 
 
Items for Ukraine 
The people taking a van to Ukraine no longer have room for bedding, clothing 

or shoes. They are VERY grateful for all the items on the blue poster here. We 

will continue to take them to the Ukrainian Church in Gloucester who are 

transporting them to Ukraine. If you have a question about any other items, 

please phone us on 0779 555 4102  

Thank you.                                

Geoff & Hope 

 

 

The Fairford Christmas Day Lunch, to be held as usual in the Community 

Centre on 25th December, is open for bookings now. 

 

The various celebrations and remembrance events at the end of October and 

early November are over, so you will see the posters for the Christmas Day 

Lunch springing up around the town and nearby. 

 

Give us a call to book your place - whether as a guest or a helper, or if you just 

want to know more. 

Now’s the time. 

We’ll be delighted to hear from you (with your tel. no please so we can call you 

back). 

 

Call 01285 712700  

or Amanda 07960 485946   

or Mervyn 07773 557846 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Fairford & District Choral Society Christmas Concert will be held at 7pm on 

Saturday 29th November at St Mary’s Church, Fairford.  The choir will be 

performing Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Carols accompanied by Reuben 

West on the harp. The choir will be joined by Fairford Primary School to perform 

Wassail by Alexander L’Estrange.  The Musical Director will be Nia Llewelyn 

Jones.  Tickets are £15 and available from Fairford Opticians. 

 

 

 

 
 
We plan to play host to a series of musical concerts this year to raise money 
and the profile of our beautiful church.   
 

29th November – Fairford & District Choral Society Winter Concert 

(see poster) 

 

13th December - Coln Choir Concert (see poster) 

 
This is an exciting programme, and it needs good organisation. Thank you to 
everyone who has offered to help make these events a success. If you would 
like to help with making these concerts a success in raising money for the 
church. Please speak to a member of the PCC to find out more or to express an 
interest. Your PCC members are (in order alphabetical):  Doug Crowley, Jackie 
Cullum, Fiona Gilroy, Alison Godsal, Sheila Hughes, Jane Emma Peerless, Meg 
Ralph, David Salter, Michael Vann 
 
  



 
High Five Project 2026 

Raising Funds for Children’s Charities 
                                

Four of us ladies at St Mary’s are embarking on a fundraising project to raise a 

minimum of £500 for each of 5 children’s charities during and by the end of 

2026. We thank Caroline and St Mary’s for their blessing and support. The 

charities are: 

 

The Magic Breakfast:  Provides breakfast for children in poverty in the UK. 

Glos Young Carers: Creates a wide range of essential services for young 

carers in Gloucestershire, to provide opportunities for rest, fun, skill, 

development, and support. 

The Rainbow Trust: Provides emotional and practical support for families at 

home, in hospital, and in the community, for children facing life-threatening 

conditions. 

Smile Train: Helps children in third world countries by providing medical care 

and educational opportunity for a better life, to those with a cleft palette. 

Home Start Cotswolds: Supports families with children under the age of 5 

throughout the Cotswolds, working alongside parents in their own homes to 

improve parenting, help family management, and establish social networks. 

 

We’re arranging all kinds of activities throughout the year, and hope you will 

come along and enjoy yourselves. We would be grateful for any help you can 

offer us in the arrangements to make things happen. 

 

At the end of 2026, we will produce an account of all events and monies raised 

and contributed to the charities. These contributions will be handled by St 

Mary’s accounts.  

 

Many thanks, 

Hope, Jos, Linda, and Meg. 

Hope Price, Jos Price, Linda Howlett, Meg Ralph. 

 

Contact us at:   linda.danceandsing@gmail.com   01285 672512 

 

mailto:linda.danceandsing@gmail.com
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Fairford United Church invites you to a 

 
Coffee Morning 

and 
Jigsaw Sale 

 

 

Saturday November 22nd 10–12 noon 
at the Hidden Church in Milton Street 

 
 

 
 

 

Donations to MSAVLC 

 

 
Medical and Scientific Aid to Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia 



 

 

 

 

FAIRFORD UNITED CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter and Mary Lidgard, John and Lynn Firth, and Jenny Gold formerly 
of Fairford and Susmita Ghosh – trustees. 

 

Medical and Scientific Aid for Vietnam, 
                Laos and Cambodia. 

 

Peter and Mary Lidgard 

will speak of their work with the charity. 
 

                                       The charity   provides  aid, supplies and equipment 

to 

                              health related  organizations in Vietnam, Laos and 

                              Cambodia focusing particularly on children and 

those 

                              affected by poverty and war. 

                                          Tea and cakes will be provided. 

Please join us 

   

   



 

 

 

 

CRAFT & CAKE 

You're invited to come and buy handmade crafts and 
cake! 

All sales support local charity 

HELP MADINA 
Saturday, 29th November 

         2 - 4pm                 
Fairford Community Centre 

Free entry for everyone! 
 

Charity Raffle       Cash sales 

 If anyone would like to make a cake it would be much 

appreciated. Please contact Helen Evans for more 

details 01285 713431 



  
 

 
 
 

 

Fairford United Church 

Presents a ‘Christmas Concert’ 

Featuring: 

 ‘The Swindon Male Voice Choir’ 

Saturday 6 December @ 15.00 

Tickets £10, to include Tea and 

Cake afterwards, from:  

Brian Routledge 01285 712853/ 

07712100386 
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