
 

Last days of summer 

South Cotswold Team Ministry 

St, Mary’s Church Fairford 

PEW SHEET 

Sunday 27th September 2020 

16th Sunday after trinity 

Service in church: 10am Holy Communion 

Face masks are now mandatory – please come prepared 

Please let Heather know if you’re planning to attend. No need if you 
are coming on a regular basis. 

Readings – Fiona Gilroy 

Intercessions: Rev’d Canon Denise Hyde       

 

The South Cotswolds Team Ministry are now offering a 15 minute 
‘mini-service’ of Sunday Devotionals every Sunday: 2 sets of 
prayers, 3 pieces of music/hymns, a Bible reading and a short 
‘Thought for the Week’. Find it here: 
https://worship-at-home.weebly.com/south-cotswolds-sunday-

devotionals.html     

 

 

 

 

https://worship-at-home.weebly.com/south-cotswolds-sunday-devotionals.html
https://worship-at-home.weebly.com/south-cotswolds-sunday-devotionals.html


This is the link to daily 9am Morning Prayer and Sunday’s 4pm BCP 

Evening Prayer on Facebook. Please note these videos remain up 

on the page and able to be watched even after the live broadcast is 

complete. http://www.facebook.com/stmarysfairford 

 

From Caroline: 

01285 712467 / carolinesymcox@googlemail.com 

 

As we move deeper into September and the weather becomes more 

autumnal we receive the unwelcome news that COVID cases are 

increasing across the nation, and that tighter restrictions are needed to 

try to protect as many lives as possible. There is a sense of settling in for 

a long haul, over against our optimism six months ago, when we thought 

things might look almost back to normal by this point. 

 

In this moment of taking stock our faith becomes more and more 

important. As we look at the story and example of Jesus we see God’s 

love in action – of diving into the darkness and sufferings of this world in 

order to lift them up into the light of hope. To promise that the tribulations 

we experience will not last forever, and that there is a greater destiny 

and a greater purpose to which we move.  

 

In faith we take stock of the good that we see in the world, in each other, 

in the people we love, in the things and times that bring us joy. And as 

brothers and sisters in the one family of Christ we encourage each other: 

to look up in those dark times and find hope once again. Paul’s prayer in 

Sunday’s reading from his letter to the Philippians is for us as well – 

encouraging us to support and build each other up, here among the 

faithful, but among friends and neighbours as well. He says: 

 

“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 

any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy 

complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind.” Philippians 2.1-2 

 

May we share in Christ’s love and encouragement this week, and share 

that same love generously and freely with one another. May we have 

Christ’s gift of perseverance and patience as we walk this road together. 

 

Rev Caroline 

 

http://www.facebook.com/stmarysfairford
mailto:carolinesymcox@googlemail.com


From Heather:  

Telephone: 01285 712428  

Email address: fairfordpcc@btconnect.com or 

heathergorton31@gmail.com.  

Please do phone or email me if you have any queries about anything 

and I will do my best to answer them.  

 

If you have anything of interest for me to use in the pew sheet do let me 

have it. Amusing quotes, poems etc. 

 

If you are coming to church on Sunday please let me know by 
Saturday mid-day please. If you are coming on a regular basis your 
name will be on the list.  So no need to contact me. 
 
Don’t forget if you wish to bring the blue reading sheets to the service 
you can run them off from my accompanying note with the pew sheet. 
 
Thank you to all of you who have offered articles for the pew sheet.  

Keep them coming in.  

 

Just to let you know that I will be moving back to the office on Tuesday 

13th October.  The new format for the pew sheet will continue. 

 

A pew sheet reader has suggested that I have a ‘Can you Help’ column 

say once or twice a month, When people can ask for help i.e. sewing 

repairs, dressmakers, advice for newcomers, where can I find…… etc 

etc, If the general consensus is that it is a good idea I will go ahead.  

Please let me know. Thanks. 

 

 

Contacts: 

Rev’d Caroline 01285 712467 

Rev’d Canon Denise Hyde 01285 713285 

Mike Godsal 01285 713101 

Christine Benzie 01285 713395 

Jonathan Stebbing 01285 712131 

Wendy Graham 01285 711765 

Parish News: stmaryspn@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:fairfordpcc@btconnect.com
mailto:heathergorton31@gmail.com
mailto:stmaryspn@gmail.com


Please remember the following in your prayers: 

 

Those that are ill: Rev’d David Gray, Jo Williams, Helen Foxall,   

Grace Slack 

 

 

NOTICES 

 

Opening the Church 

Opening Hours:  

Monday to Friday the church will be open for private prayer 12pm – 2pm. 

Weekends the church will be open for private prayer 1pm – 2pm. 

 

If you feel you’d like to help out to help us open longer at the weekend, 

and perhaps through the week, please do contact Rev Caroline. 

 

As always, please do be aware that there are risks involved with being in 

proximity with visitors, and the advice is that if you are currently shielding 

due to age or health conditions, you should not volunteer for this kind of 

duty. If you would like to discuss this, please either call or email Rev’d 

Caroline. 
 

 

The new NHS COVID-19 app, is available to download for free in 
England and Wales from 24 September, it is the fastest way to see if 
you're at risk from coronavirus. The faster you know, the quicker you can 
alert and protect your loved ones and community. The app has a number 
of tools to protect you, including contact tracing, local area alerts and 
venue check-in. It uses proven technology from Apple and Google, 
designed to protect every user’s privacy. 

There is now a poster at the entrance to the church.  If you have the app 
on your mobile please scan before you enter. 

Parish News – from the Editor 

It has been decided not to publish the Parish News until the New Year. 

There's very little to report in it and things change so quickly that it would 

be difficult keeping up.  

 

 

 

 

 



Harvest Festival 

Will be on Sunday 11th October. Please bring along food offerings which 

will be collected and displayed at the start of the service at the nave 

altar. These will go to the Food Bank. Please visit their website to see 

which items they most require for that week: 

https://cirencester.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ 

 

Remembering Service 

This year St Mary’s will hold two Remembering Services on Sunday 1st 

November, at 2pm and 3.30pm to include as many people as possible 

who wish to gather to remember loved ones. Everyone who lost a loved 

one in the past year will be directly invited, but everyone who wishes to 

remember someone is very welcome to attend. If you wish to attend, or 

to add a name to the list of those being remembered, please contact Rev 

Caroline ahead of our cut-off date of the 28th October, so that we can 

make sure the church is safely set up to seat the numbers coming along. 

 

Advent Calendars 

With the limitations imposed by COVID precautions, this year the Real 

Advent Calendar (chocolate advent calendar using Fairtrade chocolate 

and including an activity book with the Story of Christmas) is requiring 

orders to come in early. The church will be gifting calendars to all our 

Messy Church families, but if you’d be interested in purchasing a 

calendar for family members, please let us know and we’ll add your 

requirements into the order. RRP is £3.99. Please let Rev Caroline know 

if you’re interested. 

 

Prayer Requests 

Our Prayer Team is still fully active, praying for the needs of individuals 

and our wider community. If you have a prayer request for the team, 

please email Rev Denise on denisehyde15@gmail.com.  

 

Sunday Blue Reading Sheet - The September sheets attached 

 

Online Prayer and Worship 

Caroline’s Morning Prayer every day except Friday from 9.00 am, and 

Evening Prayer at 4pm on Sunday: www.facebook.com/stmarysfairford 

 

 

 

 

https://cirencester.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
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Daily Hope from the Church of England 

It is a free phone number where you have the option of the prayer for  

today, hymn for today and reflections. It was created for people that can't 

access the internet for services. But also a nice thing to listen to for 

anyone. Telephone 0800 804 8044 

Sent by Andrena Miles. 

 

Zoom Study Group – Fruitfulness on the Frontline 

Following the very positive experience of the group working on the study 

course “Fruitfulness on the Frontline” over the summer, we’re keen to 

run the course again over Zoom for a new group. We’re very happy to 

provide technical support if you’re not confident with Zoom yet, and can 

talk you through the whole process. Scheduling will be determined 

around what the participants are able to manage. If you’re interested, 

please contact Rev’d Caroline. 

 

Food bank 

The box is in the Church porch for all donations to the Food Bank. Open 

10.00 am to 4.00 pm.  

 

The Diocese of Gloucester together with the Long Table of Stroud 

have created the 5000 project in response to the coronavirus crisis.  

Partnering with kitchens across the county including the Royal 

Agricultural College in Cirencester, they have delivered over 10,000 

meals in five weeks. This includes NHS staff in our hospitals, homeless 

young people in the county and food bank referrals. If you would like to  

donate go to the Diocesan website  
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/12553#!/DonationDetails 
 
Messy Church at Home 
From now one – there will only be Messy Church articles on second 
Sunday of the month. 
 
From Ann Nicholls: 
 
St Mary’s Prayer Group 
We are a small group of people committed to praying for our world, 
Nation and community, we used to meet on Monday evenings but owing 
to the current situation that we find ourselves in we can no longer meet 
together, but we haven’t stopped praying, we now pray at home in our 
own time and space. 
 
 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/12553#!/DonationDetails


I send out a prayer focus each month giving the groups of people and 
areas of our town to be prayed for during the month, we would love you 
to join us.  If you would like to receive the Prayer Focus and give it a  
try...no commitment please email me Ann Nicholls on 
nichollsander@btinternet.com or phone me on 01285713063 and I will 
happily send or deliver a copy to you. 
 
We believe in the power of prayer, no fancy words just a conversation 
with our Heavenly Father. Please give it a try, I would love to hear from 
you. 
 
From Wendy Graham: 
Gretchen Langford 

 
 
A warm sunny garden with a beautiful view. Marmalade butty?...don't 
mind if I do! 

 
 
Where's Paddington Bear when you need him the most? 
 
Inside Gretchen's kitchen making the toast! 

mailto:nichollsander@btinternet.com


 

Autumn Crocus ‘Naked Ladies’ - Photo by Ingrid Morris 

 

 

What lies beneath 

During the replacement of the nave floor in St Mary’s during 2009 the 

workmen discovered several fragments of stone that carried parts of an 

inscription. The fragments were found beneath the existing surface and 

had been used as part of the foundations for the floor. Four of the pieces 

(the largest measuring about 14 inches (35 cm) by 7 inches (18 cm) and 

about one and a half inches (4 cm) thick were cleaned up to clearly reveal 

several words and two dates. The surface of the stone had been finished 

to a very smooth surface with fine lettering but the reverse side was very 

rough and uneven indicating that it had probably been a grave slab rather 

than a vertical freestanding headstone. A study of Bigland’s ‘Account of 

the Parish of Fairford’ of 1791 which lists all the major tombs in the church 

and the churchyard visible at that date solved the riddle. 



The surviving lettering matched 

perfectly the inscription on the grave of 

William and Ann Haynes and their 

daughter Mary who died in 1758, 1723 

and 1754 respectively. Bigland records 

this as “On a flat stone in the South 

Aisle” of the church. It would appear that 

the Haynes stone was removed and 

broken up to be used as rubble during 

the reflooring of the church, possibly in 

1854 when the church seating was 

replaced. Unfortunately this is by no means an isolated example of the 

length to which the Victorians would go to ‘beautify’ our churches. William 

Haynes had been a churchwarden for many years but even this didn’t stop 

his memorial being smashed up after less than 100 years. 

The surviving pieces of the Haynes family gravestone can now be seen in 

the Archive Room in the Community Centre. 

From Alison Hobson – Fairford History Society 

 

From Jake Sutton 

Railway returns to Fairford – Croft Lane 

 After a few decades Fairford is again connected to the rail network. 

Milk and cattle trains arrive from Devon and Cornwall along with coal 

trains from the Rhonda valley. 

Local passenger trains run to Oxford and The Cornish Riviera Express 

can deliver you to your holiday by the sea. For the more adventurous 

individuals there is the Orient Express stopping in Paris and Venice en 

route to Istanbul. 

There is no advance booking and tickets are free. However, you will 

require imagination. 

 

 

 

 



 And finally for a good laugh………… 

 

An elderly Florida lady did her shopping and, upon returning to her car, 

found four males in the act of leaving with her vehicle. 

 

She dropped her shopping bags and drew her handgun, proceeding to 

scream at the top of her lungs, “I have a gun, and I know to use use it!  

Get out of my car!”. The four men didn’t wait for a second threat, They 

got out and ran like mad. 

 

The lady, somewhat shaken, then proceeded to load her shopping bags 

into the back of the car and got into the driver’s seat. She was so shaken 

that she could not get her keys into the ignition. 

 

She tried and tried, and then she realised why. It was for the same 

reason that she wondered why there was a football, a frisbee and two 

packs of beer on the front seat. A few minutes later she found her own 

car parked four or five spaces farther down. 

 

She loaded the bags into the car and drove to the police station to report 

her mistake. 

 

The sergeant to whom she told the story couldn’t stop laughing. He 

pointed to the other end of the counter, where four pale men were 

reporting a car jacking by a mad, elderly woman described as white, less 

than five feet tall, glasses, curly hair and carrying a large shotgun. 

 

No charges were filed! 

 

The moral of the story? 

 

If you are going to have a senior moment…make it memorable!! 

 

 


