Taken by Jonathan during the cold spell

South Cotswold Team Ministry
St, Mary’s Church Fairford
Newsletter
Sunday 21st February
First Sunday of Lent
It is with regret that the Sunday services have been suspended for the time
being.
Online worship: Rev Caroline broadcasts 9am Morning Prayer MondayThursday and Saturday) and BCP Evening Prayer at 5pm on a Sunday on
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/stmarysfairford
Please do also make use of weekly Sunday worship produced by the South
Cotswold Team, with Fairford folk regularly contributing. These will be continuing for
the foreseeable future. Weekly videos can be found here: https://worship-athome.weebly.com/

From Caroline:
01285 712467 / carolinesymcox@googlemail.com
Sunday readings: Genesis 9.8-17; 1 Peter 3.18-22; Mark 1.9-15
It feels very odd to be entering Lent this year. After all, to all intents and purposes it
feels as though we’ve been enduring a whole year of Lent already. We have given
up so much in these months of lockdown and distancing. The question, “What are
you giving up for Lent?” seems almost obscene. What else do you want me to give
up?! “I’m giving up meeting with my friends,” a friend said with a hollow laugh.
With all this in mind, the message I try to convey every year gains a new sharpness.
YOU DO NOT NEED TO GIVE SOMETHING UP FOR LENT. That’s not what Lent
is about! On this first Sunday of Lent we are reminded of Jesus’ baptism and his
subsequent time in the wilderness. Jesus is driven out into the wilderness by the
Spirit (notice who by – that’s important), and there is first tempted, and then kept
and consoled. The function of the wilderness is freedom from distraction. Jesus
goes to the wilderness for the same reason he climbs mountains to pray or to spend
time alone. Moses encounters the burning bush in the wilderness. This is not a
coincidence. Our encounters with God often come at times when we are away from
the distractions of the world – when we can be in stillness and silence.
Silence can be difficult – some people have tremendous problems with spending
time in silence – and that’s because freedom from distraction doesn’t just open us to
God, it opens us to ourselves as well. There’s nowhere to hide in the wilderness. We
have to be ready to see and acknowledge the truth.
Our goal in Lent is not to give something up as if we were starting a new diet. It’s not
about purity culture. It’s about clearing away the distractions and making time to
focus on God, and our relationship with him. We need some wilderness time to take
stock and remind ourselves of the roots of our faith and the hope to which we hold.
Above all, in this year more than any other, we remind ourselves that the heart and
strength of our faith is knowing and resting in the endless love of God, who is with
us in the bad times and the good.
So my prayer and encouragement for you is that you will deliberately make time for
God this Lent. Perhaps by joining our Lent study group. Perhaps by allocating
prayer time. Perhaps by taking on small acts of service. But whatever you do – may
you come to know God more nearly as we walk the wilderness together.
With love,
Rev’d Caroline

From Heather:
Telephone: 01285 712428
Email address: fairfordpcc@btconnect.com or heathergorton31@gmail.com.
Please do phone or email me if you have any queries about anything and I will do
my best to answer them.
Do please keep sending in your articles, photos and amusing stories!
Contacts:
Rev’d Caroline 01285 712467
Rev’d Canon Denise Hyde 01285 713285
Mike Godsal 01285 713101
Christine Benzie 01285 713395
Jonathan Stebbing 01285 712131
Wendy Graham 01285 711765
Parish News: stmaryspn@gmail.com
Please remember the following in your prayers:
Those that are ill: Rev’d David Gray, Helen Foxall, Grace Slack,
Niall McDiarmid,
Those that have died: Janice Bevans, Betty Shaw, Denny Rawlinson,
Andrew Paton
How very sad to hear of Andrew Paton’s death. He and Dorothy did so much for
Fairford over the years. Until recently he was seen moving pretty quickly around the
town on his mobile scooter! Although his health had been slowly deteriorating, in the
end he went downhill fast but the family are grateful that he died peacefully, with
dignity and his family at his side.
Tributes to Denny:
From Wendy Graham - I will always cherish her gentleness and her love of
animals. She adored the guide dogs who were members of the prayer meetings.
From The Rev. Canon Denise Hyde - Denny was a very special person, with a
gentle personality. She was one of the founding members of the Healing Prayer
Team during John Willard’s time. Many of our meetings were held in her dining
room once the team was set up until recently. Denny also regularly attend the
Monday Prayer Meetings for many many years. She will be greatly missed.

From Kathleen Hall - Denny was an active member of MU and had been for 60
years. She was a member of U3A poetry group and yoga group. She was a sweet
unassuming person, we shall miss her.
Denny was on the Flower Team for many years - I remember when she first joined
telling me that part of the job of a Vicar’s wife is to learn how to do arrange flowers.
She was a quiet kind person who was always there if you needed her help. My
sympathy to Curwen and all the family. Heather
NOTICES

South Cotswolds Lent book 2021:
Encounters: Jesus, connection and story: past, present and future, by
Bishop Rachel Treweek
Our first session will be led by Bishop Rachel
on Wednesday 24th February at 6:30pm
Subsequent discussions will be led by different members of
the South Cotswolds Team each Wednesday at 6:30pm
3rd : 10th : 17th : 24th : 31st March at 6.30pm
ZOOM link available from John Swanton on john@swanton.plus.com
Books available from Amazon, Blackwells or all good Christian Bookshops
For those who can’t make Wednesday evenings, we are conducting a parallel group
in Fairford on Thursdays at 3pm, beginning Thursday 18th February led by Rev’d
Caroline, following the same reading pattern as the Wednesday group. Please
contact Rev’d Caroline if you would like to attend this group and to receive the Zoom
invitation.

Live Lent Booklets
We’ve received our delivery of #Live Lent: God’s Story Our Story booklets, a
collection of readings and reflections for each day of Lent. They are £2 each –
please do let Rev’d Caroline know if you would like a copy, or there will be copies
you can pick up in the church.
Opening the Church Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday the church will be open for private prayer 11am – 1pm.
Weekends the church will be open for private prayer 12noon – 1pm.
If you feel you’d like to help out to help us open longer through this lockdown period,
please do contact Rev Caroline.
Online Prayer and Worship
Caroline’s Morning Prayer every day except Friday and Sunday from 9.00 am, and
Evening Prayer at 5pm on Sunday:
www.facebook.com/stmarysfairford
Services from Gloucester Cathedral
Gloucester Cathedral has been offering high quality online services across this
period of lockdown, and continues to do so. You can find their services on their
YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/c/DioceseofGloucester/videos
Pause and Reflect
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are issuing a call to the nation to pause
and reflect to remember the more than 100,000 people across the UK who have
died after contracting Covid-19 and all those who know and love them.
They invite everyone across England – whether they have faith or not – to pause,
reflect on the “enormity of this pandemic” and to pray at 6pm each day.
The Real Easter Eggs
The Real Easter Egg is the chocolate egg that shares The Easter Story will not be
available in supermarkets this year and we as a church will not be doing a bulk
order. If you would like to order your own you can do so through their website
www.realeasteregg.co.uk
Daily Hope from the Church of England
A good option for worship if you can’t access the internet. It is a free phone number
where you have the option of the prayer for today, hymn for today and reflections.
Telephone 0800 804 8044 Sent by Andrena Miles.

Prayer Requests
Our Prayer Team is still fully active, praying for the needs of individuals and our
wider community. If you have a prayer request for the team, please email Rev
Denise on denisehyde15@gmail.com.
Sunday Blue Reading Sheet - The February sheets are attached
Food bank
The box is in the Church porch for all donations to the Food Bank. Open
10.00 am to 4.00 pm (Letter attached)
Messy Church is still meeting at home and each week we write to our families with
ideas and suggestions for having their own Messy Church. This Sunday we are
thinking about using the forty days of Lent to prepare ourselves for Easter. We will
try to 'Be Still'. For further information or to join our mailing list please contact Sarah
Bottomley on 01285712074 or stmaryslmt@gmail.com.
All-time Favourites Singalong
Another heart-warming half-hour to keep us all cheerful. Fairford churches are hosting the next in
our series of Singalongs.
Songs we all remember from
Jean and Barry Kilgariff
and Rachel Emmerson
on Thursday, March 4th at 7:30 p.m.

To receive the Zoom joining details and the song lyrics please contact Maureen Partington on
mandgpartington@gmail.com. For security and privacy reasons no one who is not registered will
be permitted to enter the room.

From Ann Nicholls
Another favourite and prayerful hymn.
What kind of love is this,
That gave itself for me?
I am the guilty one
Yet I go free.
What kind of love is this?
A love I’ve never known,
I didn’t even know his name,
What kind of love is this?

What kind of man is this,
That died in agony?
He who had done no wrong
Was crucified for me.
What kind of man is this,
Who laid aside his throne
That I may know the love of God?
What kind of man is this.
By Grace I have been saved,
It is the gift of God.
He destined me to be his son
Such is his love.
No eye has ever seen
No ear has ever heard,
Nor has the heart of man conceived
What kind of love is this.
Lord, help me to realize that nothing can happen today you and I can’t handle.

Farmor's Pancake Days.
From Alison Hobson
"In Fairford in former times a Bell was rung after the Shrove Tuesday Service known
as the Pancake Bell."
Pictures - Farmor's School girls celebrate Pancake day in 1958 and 1978.

From Jane Read
Covid Year
(to be sung to the Flanders & Swann tune The Weather Song)
January brought the bugs.
No more sharing coffee mugs.
February’s cold and short
Failed to warn us what it brought.
Then came March with all locked down.
No one then could go to town.
April brought us gorgeous flowers.
Government took sweeping powers.
Test and trace limped on in May,
Didn’t keep the bugs at bay.
June relaxed a few constraints:
Masks made people voice complaints.
In July our hair got cut
Schools and Unis. still stayed shut.
August had us eating out
Making sure we all got stout.
September saw the schools go back.
Did kids stay there? No, alack.
October had us all in Tiers:
Pubs were forced to throw out beers.
In November: locked down tight.
No pandemic end in sight
Christmas all but cancelled, then:
B….y January again.

Teresa Griffin has found more lovely photographs of Fairford from her late mother’s
collection.

and finally…
A Bible group study leader says to his group, “What would you do if you knew you
only had four weeks left before the great Judgment Day?”
A gentleman says, “I would go out into my community and minister the Gospel to
those that have not yet accepted the Lord into their lives.”
“Very good!” says the group leader.
One lady speaks up and says enthusiastically, “I would dedicate all of my remaining
time to serving God, my family, my church, and my fellow man with a greater
conviction.”
“That's wonderful!” the group leader comments.
One gentleman in the back finally speaks up loudly and says, “I would go to my
mother-in-law’s house for the four weeks.”
The group leader asks, “Why your mother-in-law’s home?”
“Because that will make it the longest four weeks of my life!”

